Lesson 3:
Preparation for the fieldwork investigation

Designing a fieldwork investigation

· setting parameters – what parts of the Unit are we aiming to satisfy?

· how can we sample

· the invertebrates in the water

· the water itself? What should we measure? How should we record it?

· what habitats should we investigate (e.g. open water over a gravel bed, submerged vegetation,, dead leaves)

· how many samples do we need? 

· pupils carry out risk assessments themselves – 

· what are the risks and how can they be managed?

· what are the specific health and safety considerations in old gravel pits?

· what safety equipment will be needed (e.g. throwing rope, first aid kits)

· what personal kit will we need? Waterproofs, wellies, rubber gloves, disinfectant, lunch

· what kit will the school need to supply? Nets, trays (old ice-cream cartons), sample pots, thermometers, light meters, metre rules, dataloggers, a few buckets to transport chosen invertebrates back to school, aerators

