Unit : It’s the pits!

Appendix 1


Sampling methods

In still water the kick-sampling method used in flowing water) is relatively unsuccessful. Taking care to ensure that pupils’ safety is not compromised 

· Open water can be sampled using a standard number of ‘sweeps’,  say 10, over a set time,  carefully avoiding the vegetation or the substrate.

· Vegetation can be sampled by ‘prod sampling’ – pushing the net into the vegetation for a total time the same as that for sweeping. 

· The bed of the gravel pit can also be sampled by prod sampling.

Sampling vegetation and the bed may produce large amounts of dead leaves and/or mud in each ‘prod’ – if this is the case then take an equivalent number of smaller samples.

It is important to stress to the pupils that the samples from different habitats should be comparable – so equal time and effort needs to be devoted to each. Samples should not be discarded because they ‘don’t look any good’ – a low number of invertebrates in a sample may indicate low numbers in the habitat!
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