Peregrine Paradise
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WILDLIFE THRIVES AT LOCAL ‘PEREGRINE PARADISE’ QUARRY
A local quarry has been nick-named ‘Peregrine Paradise’ as two pairs of breeding peregrines once again look as if they are going to nest and breed there. Palenstraw Quarry has proved to be the perfect place for these impressive birds of prey to nest as it offers cliff-like faces of rock, perfect nest sites for these birds.





Peregrine falcons are impressive looking birds, with a wingspan of 95 – 115 cm. The adult male has a dark grey head, ‘moustache’ cheek patterns and grey upper parts. It is paler underneath and barred with black markings. 





They are perhaps best known for their dramatic hunting technique. They circle high in the sky, watching for prey, usually a bird in flight.  They then snap back their wings and plummet from the sky at speeds of up to 180 mph (290 km/h)! At the last moment, their strong legs are thrust forward and the peregrine hits the prey, instantly breaking its back or neck. The prey is then usually allowed to fall to the ground, where the peregrine eats it, or takes it to its nest.





Visitors to Penstraw Quarry have been able to watch the peregrine story unfold over the last few years as adults have successfully raised numerous chicks.








Quarry Manager, Gill Hibes, explained ‘Many people see quarries in a negative light. They think they destroy wildlife. In fact most quarries are excellent habitats for wildlife and peregrines would certainly not have nested in this area if it wasn’t for the cliff faces exposed through the quarrying process.’ 





Local resident Harry Fermwer added, ‘I was against the quarry in this area initially, but I have spent many hours here watching the peregrines. I also have seen the plans for this area once the quarrying has finished. It will be restored and hopefully, the peregrines will remain.’





Local residents have also set up a CCTV camera on the nest sites, so everyone can watch the peregrine’s progress on the Internet. 





Peregrines aren’t the only wildlife to be seen here. Many plants and other birds and animals have made their home in the quarry, putting  concerns about this area being used for quarrying to rest. ‘We have been pleasantly surprised by the wildlife here,’ explained visitor Judith Yates. ‘I had thought that quarries only destroyed wildlife. What a wonderful experience it has been to see the peregrines here.’
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