

Unit : Herbivore Heaven


Lesson 3: ‘So, who’s going to visit the café?’
Prior Knowledge / Work:
The children should have done some work researching a range of common animals and the food 

that they eat. They should be familiar with the word ‘consumer’ and that the animals in a 

particular habitat live there because the food that they eat is available. 
Learning Objectives:

· To identify the structure of a food chain in a specific habitat
· To be able to create food chains using the arrow convention
Subject Links:
· Literacy – newspaper report
Resources:

Background Information:

The children should have completed lessons 1 and 2 and be familiar with the ‘Herbivore Heaven’ café theme. They are now going to look more closely at the animals that might visit the café. They are also going to consider other animals that may visit, not for the food served at the café, but to eat the clientele! 
Activity:

The children will have already thought about some of the herbivore consumers that may live in a restored quarry and the food that they might eat in lesson 1. Make a list of these animals for the children to look at. Discuss what other animals might live in this habitat. What would these animals eat?  Think about birds and mammals as well as insects.  Encourage the children to work in groups to draw up a new list of ‘non-herbivores’ and what they might eat. They may need books to help them. Introduce words such as ‘predator’ and ‘prey’ .

This list could include:

· Hedgehog (snails, slugs, insects)

· Shrew (insects)

· Fox (small animals such as shrews, mice, worms, slugs, frogs)

· Frog (insects, slugs)

· Toad (insects, slugs)

· Badger (roots, seeds, berries, slugs, snails, earthworms, beetles)

· Weasel ( small mammals)

· Grass snake (frogs, small mammals)

· Blue tit (caterpillars)

· Mole (earthworms)

· Blackbird (slugs, earthworms)

· Thrush (snails)

Explain that the cafe had been open for a week and was doing well. Then, unfortunately, there 

was a disastrous day last week, when five customers were eaten!! A hedgehog came to the 

café and ate three slug visitors and a blue tit flew down and gulped down two caterpillar 

friends who were sharing a mixed leaf salad!! What is to be done??

Using the list of possible herbivore visitors and the list of other animals, get the children to 

make lists of who might eat who. Once they have a few examples, explain the food chain 

arrows and how they are used to show who has ‘eaten’ who, or who ‘gives food to’ who. Explain 

that most food chains start with a green plant as plants make their own food in their leaves.

Get the children to start drawing food chains, starting with a plant on the menu at the cafe, 

followed by a customer eating at the café and ending up with an animal who may eat that 

customer!   Discuss the different food chains possible. Introduce terms such as predator,

prey, consumer and producer. You can also talk about carnivores and omnivores.

To extend this further, children could write newspaper reports about the events at the café 

and think about what they, as café owners,  can do to protect their customers from predators.
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