Lesson 2: evaluation of the visit, preparation for second fieldwork trip

In small groups pupils prepare and present their findings from the fieldwork, for example

· the old pit was overgrown

· people had thrown rubbish over their garden fences 

· it was noisy - aircraft were taking off overhead

· it had junk in it

or perhaps

· it was peaceful and clean

· there were fish in it

· there were ducks on the water

If the site is on a flight path then pupils’ attention should be drawn to the possible problems of a nature reserve – will birds such as ducks create a bird-strike hazard?

Preparation of the questionnaire survey

Pupils then discuss whom they should approach (i.e. not mothers with difficult children, or people obviously struggling with heavy bags) and the way in which they should approach them:

·  ‘Good morning/afternoon. We are children from ….. school and we wonder if you would have the time to answer a few questions to help us in our Geography work?’

and the sort of questions which they might put to local people in a questionnaire survey. A carefully structured questionnaire will give opportunities for the pupils to use a database.

· do you live in the local area? (yes/no). If yes, 

· may we ask where? (different areas of the local map, based on concentric rings around the sand or gravel pit, are given number codes)

· do you know that the local council is discussing options for restoring the sand or gravel pit? (know/don’t know)

· are you interested in what happens? (yes/no)

· which option would you prefer? (water leisure/public park/wildlife/do nothing)

Whether or not individuals are prepared to answer questions they are thanked. 

More able pupils may be able to design a spreadsheet for the questionnaire; an example is given both as a Word table in appendix 1 and as an Excel spreadsheet (with a summary sheet) in appendix 2.

