Unit: The investigators – What’s beneath our feet?

Lesson 5:  adapted from QPA Science Unit 3d, Lesson 4
Prior Knowledge / Work:

This follows all of the previous lessons in this unit, including Lesson 4  I’m a rock and soil expert of the science unit We’re living in rocks and SOIL!  on this website.

This lesson marginally increases the scope of lesson 5 in the science unit and the detailed lesson plan is in that unit. Only the adaptation to meet the learning objectives of this unit is described below.

Learning Objectives:
As in lesson 5 of the science unit We’re living in rocks and SOIL!  Plus

· To look for evidence in local soil of locally occurring rocks.

Subject Links:
· Science: QCA Unit 3d Rocks and soils.

· Technology (POS 5b)
Resources:

As in lesson 5 of the science unit We’re living in rocks and SOIL!   with the additional proviso that one sample of soil should be obtained from on or near the school site to meet the objective of this unit.

Background Information:

This lesson uses the information on the feeding habits of the worm from a previous lesson to establish a purpose for examining soil and similar materials. 
Activity:
Follow the lesson plan described in the science unit. Pay particular attention to the health and safety issues regarding the handling of soil highlighted in the previous lesson

When the children are given a sample of soil collected from near the school ask them to look for stones, pebbles and other small bits of rock.

Ask the children if any samples they find look similar to some of the materials found on The Quarried Material Trail (lesson 4 above).

Explain that these pieces of rock might be clues to the rock hidden beneath the school. 

Follow the rest of the lesson plan described in lesson 5 of the science unit We’re living in rocks and SOIL!  

For a separate activity you might like to save the children’s evidence of underlying geology (rock fragments in the soil sample). You and the children might be able to identify from maps or knowledge disused quarries, road cuttings etc. where rock is locally exposed.

If you could safely procure a sample of rock from these locations this could be compared to the children’s evidence.
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