Teacher Introduction: 
Local and UK theme
On 5th July 2005 London was designated the host city for the 2012 Olympic Games.

London was in competition with Paris, Madrid, New York and Moscow to host this prestigious event. 

The city’s successful bid was partly built “on the ecological and sustainable ideals developed in Sydney and Athens. 

London's bid to host the 2012 Olympic Games was a bid for the most sustainable Games ever.” 

… “London proposes: 

· a low carbon Games – to reduce the demand for energy and meet it from zero/low carbon and renewable sources; and to showcase how the Olympic Games are adapting to a world increasingly affected by climate change 

· a low waste Games - to avoid landfill by reducing waste at source, then reusing, recycling and recovering all remaining waste 

· a biodiverse Games - conserving natural habitats and wildlife, improving the quality of urban green space and bringing nature closer to people 

· a showcase for sustainable transport –reducing the need for travel and providing sustainable alternatives to the private car 

· a sustainable legacy from the Games – promoting health and wellbeing through an integrated package of sporting, environmental and cultural initiatives 

The London 2012 vision for the Olympic Games 2012 embodies the concept of a "One Planet Olympics", which complements the Olympic ideal of “sport and the harmonious development of mankind” and the notion of fair play in sport.”

www.defra.gov.uk/ 

“To achieve this environmental excellence, the London bid proposes to:

• Regenerate east London communities and their environment;

• Embed sustainability in all planning and implementation;

• Demonstrate sustainable solutions for global problems.”
www.london2012.org
The Role of the Quarry Products Association

The sustainable development of all the Olympic sites will depend for a large part on members of the Quarry Product Association. They will provide construction materials such as sand, aggregate, and cement in ways that are compatible with the environmental objectives of the London bid.

For example:

· Local aggregates will be prepared and recycled from existing materials on site where possible;

· Many imported materials will be transported in the most efficient, low carbon method possible. E.g. water or rail.

The Geography of the 2012 London Olympics

“Seventeen of the 26 Olympic sports would be staged within 15 minutes of the Olympic Village, either in new facilities in the Olympic Park or other existing venues such as the Dome. … 

The Park would be easily accessible to everyone. It would be just six miles (10km) from Trafalgar Square. The journey time from King’s Cross/St Pancras to the international travel hub at Stratford would be just seven minutes. And the proximity of central London would mean the city’s historic landmarks and existing world-class facilities would also play a full role in 2012. Our world-famous parks would showcase several Olympic events. 

Historic locations such as Buckingham Palace and Trafalgar Square would provide wonderful backdrops to other sporting action. And the likes of Wimbledon, Wembley and Lord’s would complete London’s unique line-up.” www.london2012.ctad.net/downloads/London2012_webbrochure.pdf
The remaining sports locations will make parts of the games accessible to other parts of the country. E.g. there will be sailing in Weymouth and football from Cardiff to Newcastle etc.
The main centre for the games: the Olympic Park.

The construction of the Olympic Park presents particular learning opportunities for this unit.

 “At its heart would be the new 500-acre Olympic Park, containing the main sporting facilities and set in 1,500 landscaped acres stretching from Hackney Marshes on down to the Thames. It would be one of the largest new urban parks seen in Europe for 200 years, built around a network of reinvigorated rivers and canals.

The centrepiece of Olympic Park would be the Olympic Stadium. Close by would be a world-class aquatic centre featuring a 50m pool, a velodrome and BMX track, a three-arena multi-sports complex, all-weather tennis courts and hockey pitches. The Olympic Village, located within walking distance, would have space to accommodate up to 17,800 athletes and officials, before being put to its designated post-Games use as housing.

Each of the Games venues has been conceived to meet long-term needs. And all will form part of a rejuvenation which would create thousands of new businesses, jobs and homes in the Lower Lea Valley, and throughout the entire East End of London and beyond.” www.london2012.ctad.net/downloads/London2012_webbrochure.pdf
Construction timetable

The successful Olympic bid incorporated a construction timetable. As far as this unit is concerned it means that different aspects of the project are likely to be in the news at different times and can be used by schools. A summary of the major construction projects is as follows:
	2005
	Burying power transmission lines that cross the Olympic Park site.

Remedial work on contaminated sites begins.

	2006


	Wembley Stadium completed.

Wimbledon improvement scheme begins.

Jubilee Tube Line improvement completed

	2007
	Channel Tunnel link completed.

Olympic Village and stadium construction begins.

Wimbledon improvement scheme completed.

	2008
	Aquatics Centre, BMX circuit and Velodrome completed in the Olympic Park. Broxbourne canoe slalom course completed.

Heathrow Terminal 5 completed.

	2009/10
	Construction of main facilities progresses.

East London Railway extension completed

	2011
	Olympic Stadium, Village Hockey Park and other permanent installations completed.

	2012 


	Olympic bus lanes established. July 27 Games start. August 29 Paralympics begin.


Olympic Sports and their locations
There will be twenty six different sports events taking place during the 2012 Olympics. The sports, their location and basic information for this lesson are given below.
	Sport
	Location
	Basic details

	Aquatics
	A new pool in the Olympic Park.
	Space for 5000 spectators to watch swimming, diving, synchronised swimming and water polo.

Some water polo matches will take place at the University of East London pool in the London Docklands.

	Archery
	Lord’s Cricket Ground.
	Sport to be performed in front of 6500 spectators in Pavilion End at the home of world cricket.

	Athletics
	In the new Olympic Stadium in the Olympic Park.
	Capacity for the games 80,000 reducing to 25,000 after the games. The stadium will become the new home of British Athletics replacing Crystal Palace.

	Badminton
	Greenwich Arena.
	A new temporary 6000 seat construction, next to the Dome.

It will be dismantled and relocated after the games.

	Basketball
	In temporary arenas in Olympic Park. 
	Finals to be played in front of 16,500 in the Greenwich Dome.

	Boxing
	ExCEl centre
	An existing Dockland Centre accommodating up to 10,000 spectators.

	Canoeing
	Flat water at Eton Dorney.

Slalom at Broxbourne, Herts.
	Temporary facilities at both locations seating 30,000 and 10,000 respectively.

	Cycling
	New purpose built Velodrome in the Olympic Park.
	Seating for 6000 this arena will be surrounded by a “Velopark.” This will be used for road track events, plus both competition and recreational BMX tracks.

	Equestrianism
	Temporary venue in Greenwich Park.
	23,000 spectators can be accommodated for this event. The park will return to its original leisure purpose after the event.

	Fencing
	Temporary arena in the Olympic Park
	This arena will be removed after the event.

	Football
	Final at Wembley. Other matches at Birmingham, Cardiff,  Glasgow, Manchester and Newcastle.
	Using the existing club facilities accommodation is:

Wembley 80,000; Cardiff 74,600; Newcastle 52,000; Birmingham (Aston Villa) 42,000; Manchester (Old Trafford) 75,000; Glasgow (Hampden Park) 55,000.

	Gymnastics
	The Greenwich Dome.
	Seating for 16,500.

	Handball
	Permanent arena in Olympic Park.
	Seating 10,000 this venue will be retained for indoor sports after the games.

	Hockey
	Permanent hockey centre in Olympic Park.
	5,000 seats which will be retained after the event to host club and international matches.

	Judo
	ExCEl centre
	An existing Dockland Centre accommodating up to 10,000 spectators.

	Modern Pentathlon
	Disciplines in Olympic Park and Greenwich Park
	Sharing the facilities for the Aquatic and Equestrian events.

	Rowing
	Regatta at Eton Dorney..
	The facilities will be complete for the 2006 World Championships

	Sailing
	Competition at Weymouth.
	Using the existing National Sailing Centre which will be improved for the event.

	Shooting
	Woolwich Barracks in London
	Temporary facility.

	Table Tennis
	ExCEl centre
	An existing Dockland Centre accommodating up to 10,000 spectators.

	Teakwondo
	ExCEl centre
	An existing Dockland Centre accommodating up to 10,000 spectators.

	Tennis
	Wimbledon
	On the existing facility. Centre Court will have a sliding roof from 2009.

	Triathlon
	Hyde Park, adjacent roads and the Serpentine
	Temporary stands to be erected for 10,000.

	Volleyball
	Temporary arena in Olympic Park and Horse Guards Parade
	Both temporary arenas will seat 12,000

	Weightlifting
	ExCEl centre
	An existing Dockland Centre accommodating up to 10,000 spectators.

	Wrestling
	ExCEl centre
	An existing Dockland Centre accommodating up to 10,000 spectators.


Sustainable Olympics and transport

These activities introduce the term sustainable since this is an important objective of the 2012 Games.

For most of Key Stage 2 an appropriate explanation for the term is probably “looking after the environment for the future.” These activities teach sustainability in the context of transport.

The organisers of the London Olympics are trying to organise a games which uses “Sustainable transport–reducing the need for travel and providing sustainable alternatives to the private car.”

The preferred spectator transport in this context is bus, train, bicycle or walking. 

At key Stage 2 level the sustainable feature of these modes of transport is that they cause less air pollution and traffic congestion than travel by car.

The potential for both pollution and congestion is enormous. The organisers are planning to have full stadiums at fair prices.

“There will be 8 million tickets on sale for the Olympics and 1.6 million for the Paralympics, a total of 9.6 million.” …”4.3 million will be priced at £20 or under, 6.2 million at £30 or less and 7.6 million at £50 or less. Several events such as the Marathon, road cycling and triathlon will also be free.” www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,4662-1683992,00.html
