Unit: The Sustainable Olympics

3. The International Connection

Prior Knowledge / Work:

These are activities for older key stage 2 children. It extends the breadth of study it focuses on the new infrastructure being constructed to enable people from different parts of the world to visit the Olympics. It would be helpful if children were familiar with atlases and understood how to use the index.

Learning Objectives:
· To use atlases.

· To know how and why some places have changed.

· To recognise how people can improve and damage the environment.

· To recognise how and why people seek to manage an environment sustainably

Subject Links:
· Literacy- activity 12 and 13.

Resources:

· A copy of the Olympic Flag

· World Map or Globe

· Atlases for each pair of children

· List of flight arrivals at Heathrow airport on the date and time of the lesson downloaded from www.baa.com (Select all Heathrow, all terminals and arrivals. Copy and paste the relevant arrivals into a new Word document.)

· Maps of the route of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link, photographs of construction and Eurostar trains downloaded from www.ctrl.co.uk
Background Information:

See Teacher Introduction International Connection theme

Activity 11: How will spectators from abroad get to the London Olympics? Five Continents.
Show the children a copy of the Olympic Flag.

Discuss and explain using the World Map or Globe as a visual aid where necessary:

· That the land on the world’s surface is divided into five continents (Europe, Asia, Africa North and South America) plus Antarctica;

· That the rings on the Olympic Flag represent the five continents;

· That the rings on the Olympic Flag do not represent particular continents;

· That the rings overlap or interlock to show that the athletes of the world are coming together;

· Olympic athletes and spectators will travel to London from all parts of the world;

· Many of these people will travel by plane. Many will fly in to London Heathrow Airport.

Tell the children that they are going to play a game.

Give out Atlases and a copy of the flight arrivals at London Heathrow Airport during the time of the lesson to each pair of children.

Tell each pair to:

· Draw their own copy of the Olympic Flag;

· Select a ring for each continent;

· Use the atlas and its index to find the location of each city or town that planes arriving in London have flown from;

· To identify which continent the town or city was located;

· To write the name of that city or town in the appropriate ring.

In the plenary show the children the correct answers.

Discuss or explain, in appropriate terms;

· That London is expanding its airport facilities by constructing Terminal 5 at Heathrow;

· Some of the environmental problems of air travel;

· How the London Olympics plans to offset these effects.

Activity 12: Arriving by train. Looking after passengers, neighbours and the environment.

Remind pupils of the previous activity. I.e. Many people will travel to the London Olympics by Plane.

Show children a map of the location of the Channel Tunnel Rail link, plus photos of Eurostar trains and the tunnel.

Explain:

· The organisers are encouraging people to travel to the London Olympics by train;

· Trains cause less air pollution than planes;

· The people will travel under the English Channel via a tunnel in a high speed train;

· That a new high speed railway track is being built in time for the games;

· The railway will pass close to the Olympic Park at Stratford:

· People will be able to get off the train at Stratford and watch or take part in the Olympics.

Show the children pictures of the construction of the rail link. 

Ask the pupils to work in small groups and think about the design, construction and operation of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link. 

Ask the children to discuss and list:

· Those who will benefit;

· Those who will suffer;

· What will need to be done to protect the environment?

In the plenary session discuss and list each group’s answers. 

Explain some of the actions taken in the design and construction to minimise the damage to neighbouring communities and the environment.

Activity 13: The Channel Tunnel Rail Link. Debating the issue

Remind children of the previous activity.

Show them the lists of those who benefit and suffer from the Channel Tunnel Rail Link and what needs to be done to protect the environment.

Let individual children or groups take on the role of one of those affected by the design, construction and operation of the railway.

Encourage them to use ICT and other media information to develop and express their point of view.

Role play a debate on the whether the Rail Link should have been built.

Use the children’s written contributions and downloaded maps of the scheme to present a display on the project.
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