Lesson 5 – bringing it all together

Each topic group gives a 5-minute (maximum) presentation about their option. They may conclude that it is impractical to proceed, but in any case should give reasoned arguments for their decision.

Guidelines for  presentation:

· state aims - which topic they are presenting and what they set out to discover

· methods – how they investigated

· results – clearly presented (PowerPoint, OHP etc.)

· primary data (fieldwork survey, one-to-one discussions with people directly involved)

· secondary data (internet, press, radio, TV)

· what is hard fact

· what is opinion/pressure group propaganda

· interpretation of results

· conclusions – yes or no and why

· acknowledgements – to people questioned, anyone helping

· evaluation

The class now has  enough information for an informed decision on the option(s) to follow: a vote is taken for each of the options.

A suggested voting procedure is 10 points for the first preference, 9 for the second, 8 for the third etc. with the highest score being the overall preference.

Finally the teacher leads a discussion session looking at the outcome of the investigation.

· What is the preferred option? 

· Why is this best?

· Can it be combined with any of the other options?

Make sure that the pupils know that their presentations and the final class opinion will be presented to relevant bodies – e.g. Local Authority, Wildlife Trust, current quarry owners. Pupils are encouraged to write to all those who have provided help and support for the unit.

The relevance to the local community and to global issues (pollution of water supplies, waste production, climate change) is explored.

