Lesson 4:  Waggy wants to know why people keep changing things?
Prior Knowledge / Work:
This lesson can be used as an alternative to What are our immediate surroundings like?  and Are there any changes taking place in our area? in the QCA unit. Although the initial focus of this unit was on walls, this lesson expands that focus and can include:

· Any new building or civil engineering projects in the locality. E.g.  House building, extensions, road improvements, commercial and industrial developments etc. 

· Structures requiring repair, renewal or redevelopment.
Learning Objectives:
· To understand some of the reasons why changes may need to occur in a locality.

· For the children to recognise what features they like and dislike in a locality and those that might need changing.

· To identify the location of places in the locality where changes are taking place or are needed.

Subject Links:
· Literacy – A shared reading activity using the online Big Book Waggy wants to know why people keep changing things.
· Speaking and listening – developing a vocabulary linked to the chronology of time (along time ago, in the past, in years to come, in the future etc.) and the reasons for changes in buildings (Repair, replace, broken, derelict, extension etc.)
· History – understanding that both space and existing structures have been used differently in the past.

· Design and Technology – to look at some of the techniques and tools used in the building of structures.

· Citizenship – children to recognise what they like and dislike and what needs changing.

Resources:

· Class access to a computer and a large visual display unit such as a white interactive board.
· The on line Big Book Waggy wants to know why people keep changing things.
· Large scale map of the catchment area of the school to which you can add drawings or pictures as used in lesson 3.

· Pictures of structures around the school that are in the process of change or may need changing. These could be pictures of new local buildings, house extensions or civil engineering projects and derelict or damaged or redundant structures where repair or replacement is needed.

Background Information:

This is a lesson which can be completed in the classroom using photographs. However as part of the activity, providing it is safe, children could visit places near the school where: 

· Building or civil engineering projects are taking place;

· And, or, locations that are suitable for redevelopment.
Activity:
This is a shared reading and discussion activity which also gives children practice at both using the vocabulary acquired from this unit and reinterpreting the map used in the previous lessons.

Introduce the activity to the children by telling them that they are going to answer some questions that Waggy the Wagtail has asked in a big book. Use the on line big book resource attached to this unit Waggy wants to know why people keep changing things.
By sharing each picture and text discuss:

· What is happening in this picture now?

· What might happen here in a few years time?

· What might have happened here long ago?

· What materials are being used or have been used in the features in the pictures?

The activity can now progress in one of two ways. In each case, at each location you should ask similar questions to those used when sharing the big book above.

1. First hand observation, using simple observational work. The children are taken out of the classroom to a local place where changes, similar to those in the big book, are taking place or may be needed. Photographs can be taken for use in the classroom.

2. In the classroom, show children pictures of places in the school locality places where changes, similar to those in the big book are taking place or may be needed.

Finally, in the classroom, together locate and mount the pictures (from 1 or 2 above) on the large scale map, annotating if necessary.
