Lesson 1: Why do we need walls?  

Prior Knowledge / Work:

No specific learning required. This lesson builds on children’s acquired experience.

Learning Objectives:
· To understand some of the different reasons why walls are built.

· To recognise that walls can be built with different materials. 

· Those walls can be the habitat of different creatures.

Subject Links:
· Literacy – A shared reading activity using the online Big Book Waggy the wonderful wall watcher.
· Speaking and listening – developing a vocabulary linked to walls, insects and the wagtail.
· Citizenship – to understand that other living things (the wagtail) have needs.
Resources:

· Class access to a computer and a large visual display unit such as a white interactive board.
·  On line Big Book Waggy the wonderful wall watcher.
· Additional pictures of a wagtail and some of its insect prey downloaded and saved from websites such as: www.rspb.org.uk/birds/guide/p/piedwagtail/index.asp www.arthurgrosset.com/europebirds/piedwagtail.html www.butterfly-guide.co.uk  http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/jblincow/nmoths/pg5.htm www.nhm.ac.uk/interactive/woodlice/extra_notes.html http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/sirrobhitch.suffolk/invert/jr/img13
· Examples of wall building materials: a brick; concrete block; if possible, a piece of local rock or stone.
Background Information:

This lesson uses the example of a common British Bird, a pied wagtail, to encourage children to look closely at walls. This wagtail is common throughout the U.K. The small black and white bird has a long tail which it wags up and down as it searches for its food. It feeds on insects such as ants, mosquitoes, spiders, moths, woodlice, beetles and flies. It is particularly common near water but is often seen searching for food on walls and roofs.

The big book focuses on walls that can be seen around homes and schools. In addition, a seawall and farm wall is also included.
Activity:
This is a shared reading and discussion activity.

Introduce the unit to the children by telling them that they are going to be wonderful wall watchers!  Use the on line big book resource attached to this unit and show the children the opening picture of a wagtail.

Discuss why a wagtail needs to be a wonderful wall watcher. (It hunts for insect food. It sometimes finds this insect food living on walls.) Explain that not all birds eat insects. Some, such as sparrows for example, mainly eat seeds.

Show the children pictures of a variety of insects that might be part of a wagtail’s diet.

Then discuss each pair of pages in the Big Book. Discuss with the children:

1.  Why each wall was built. The reasons will include:

· To keep people and their property safe.
· To keep out cold and rain and keep people inside the walls warm.
· To show the boundary or edge of someone’s property. (The space somebody owns or looks after.) Sometimes to keep farm animals safe and secure.
· To support or hold up other parts of a building such as roofs, towers etc.
· To keep water, soil or rocks away from the space we’re using.
· To help people feel private and secure.
2. What they think the wall is made from. Answers will include bricks, blocks and stone. Use your examples of wall building materials as a visual aid.

At the end of the session tell the children that they are going to become wonderful wall watchers too.

