Key Stage 4 Single Science:

Woodland regeneration in a restored quarry

Classroom/practical session: data collation and presentation

· hand data sheets back

· pupils enter data into prepared spreadsheets

· after auditing give printouts of all results to pupils

· allocate different sections of the data to groups of pupils and ask them to prepare displays which help to decide whether to accept or reject each hypothesis

Data collation and presentation

This is best done using networked spreadsheets designed by members of the group but examples are provided (appendices). Each spreadsheet should contain a summary sheet which can be accessed and a suitable chart type or types discussed.

Ask pupils to work in small groups preparing 5-minute presentations of the results of different sections of the work

· plant abundance

· species richness

· number of trees

· soil pH

· leaf-litter invertebrates

and interpreting them, relating the results to the original hypotheses and suggesting improvements to the way the work was carried out.

Ask them to:

· decide who will present what (ideally each member of the group should have a specific task) and then prepare the presentation in which they

· outline the topic they have investigated

· restate the original hypothesis

· summarise the sampling method(s)

· summarise the results, with simple data tables and charts as appropriate

· draw conclusions about their results

· state whether the results fit in with the original hypothesis

· say what sources they have used in preparing the work (books, web sites, acknowledgements of personal help)

· suggest refinements of methods

· suggest follow-up work (e.g. looking at light penetration at other times of year)

Coursework/homework

· internet research on individual species and their adaptations

· preparation of presentation by each group  - who will say what
